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Bilateral Collaboration with UK in Health and Bio-           medical sciences
     	 
Summary on Completed and Current Projects

The Year of 2016-2019:

BMJ educational initiative for healthcare professionals – establishment of new e-Learning Platform
 
In 2016 under the initiative of the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia, the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health (NCDC) together with the US Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) coordinated the negotiations and established the partnership relationship with the British Medical Journal (BMJ) who decided to support Georgian physicians with BMJ e-learning platform and Clinical Decision Support Initiative CDS. The platform has a capacity and enables to provide a background for strengthening continuous medical education / professional development in the country. 

The partnership with BMJ is shaped as a 4 -year project to provide all leading sources to Georgian healthcare professionals. This means online learning and online clinical decision support.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Selected health professionals, researchers and educators throughout Georgia (totally 2, 621 as of today) have free access to leading BMJ resources. Also, around 30% of BMJ resources are translated into Georgian and also accessible for doctors.

In June, 2019 the pilot project activities through the Initiative are finalizing. The Ministry together with the BMJ is currently working on making the platform sustainable. The Georgian party has been running negotiations with various donor institutions to gain financial resources for this purpose. 

Besides, the Georgian stakeholders are trying to establish bilateral professional relations between the British Medical Association (BMA) and the Union of the Medical Professional Associations of Georgia in order to assist the Georgian colleagues to develop and improve the role and capacity of Associations. 

The Year of 2017-2019:

Twining  Project „Strengthening Environmental Health System in Georgia“.
EU Twining project „Strengthening Environmental Health System in Georgia“ was implemented on the basis of the Ministry of Internally Displaced Persons from the Occupied Territories, Labour, Health and Social Affairs and National Center for Disease Control and Public Health. The project objective was to provide safe environment through EU legislation harmonization; to strengthen of Environment and Health existing systems; to fraternize and cooperate with EU relevant government agencies; to develop National Environment and Health Strategy and Action Plan in compliance with the Association Agreement. 
The project was supervised and implemented by joint Consortium of Italy, Poland and Great Britain during the 2 years. Great Britain represented by the Public health England, that was responsible for the Component 3. 

Italy, Poland and the UK had fully implemented the EU policy related to Environmental Health and have developed a system of monitoring and control of health risks, derived from environmental factors, in line with the best international practices. The three countries have a wide experience in supporting accession and neighboring countries in transposition and implementation of EU acquis in environmental health and in supporting third countries in adopting EU standards in this field.
UK has been really successful in implementing many important actions according to the WHO suggestions, such as to fulfil its commitments to children’s environment and health action plans (CEHAPE). In this case the PHE (formerly the HPA) produced the Children’s Environment and Health Strategy for the UK (CEHS), which was published in March 2009. This report made recommendations on how children’s and young people’s health could be improved through a better environment. The strategy was developed to enable the recommendations to be taken forward through existing policy and public health initiatives, as relevant, and has been instrumental in raising the profile of children’s environment and health amongst government departments and throughout the UK. In addition the PHE, collaborating with a number of European Agencies, led a project develop a sustainable environment and health information system consisting of a set of sub‐national indicators to improve public health in Europe.


The Year of 2015:

On 15-17 December, 2015 under the coordination and organization of Public Health England and World Health Organization the Simulation Exercise on emergency communication and coordination issues were held. More than 40 representatives of various Ministries took place in this Exercise. 

The Year of 2014-2017:
Anthrax Environmental Decontamination Network 

Anthrax, caused by the spore forming bacterium Bacillus anthracis, is a disease of animals which
can infect humans either directly through contact with infected animals or indirectly as a consequence of bioterrorism. In regions of the world such as Eastern Europe and Central Asia the
pathogen still constitutes a significant threat to human and animal health. A lack of effective veterinary facilities, access to vaccines and the burial of untreated infected animals has resulted in
the contamination of large areas due to the ability of the spores to survive in soil for many years.
Given that the bacteria is non-contagious its elimination from contaminated soil and surfaces would have a major impact on disease incidence. There was a seek to develop an approach which was
specific for B.anthracis and would have minimal impact on the environment. Following preliminary
field trails on animal burial sites in Turkey and Georgia it had been developed a technique which triggered the conversion (germination) of B.anthracis spores into bacteriophage (phage) susceptible vegetative bacteria. Phages are natural preditors of bacteria, are species specific and found in close proximity to their prey. Additional phages had been isolated from burial sites in Georgia and Turkey and were evaluated as a part of this study. While there were a number of funded phage based anthrax decontamination projects in the region there was as yet no dedicated scientific network to facilitate the sharing of best practices and to link researchers in neighboring countries faced similar problems. It was our intention to link these projects together in a manner which maximized the current investment and would deliver an environmentally friendly decontamination system.

AEDNet project had different partners from EU  - Italy, Germany, Poland, as well as Turkey, Georgia and Ukraine and was led by Cardiff University.


The Years of 2013-2016:

Project: Avian influenza virus Ecology and Evolution in wild birds in Georgia and the host species population genetics structure

The objective of the project was to study the avian influenza on a genetic level and to identify the links with circulated viruses in different parts of the Earth as well as to determine the virus directions from Asian to African and European countries. The project also included the study of virus evolution in Caucasian region through molecular genetic methods. 

The project was implemented by the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health, Ilia University (Georgian side) and Cambridge University and Animal Health and Veterinary Laboratories Agency (UK side). The project was funded by the US Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA), the budget allocated for NCDC amounted 46 078 GB.

Project: Molecular Virology Studies in Georgia

The proposed collaborative research project assessed the seroprevalence and genetic diversity of highly pathogenic bunyaviruses circulating in Georgia to include Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever virus (CCHFV) and hantaviruses causing hemorrhagic fever with renal syndrome (HFRS), such as Puumala (PUUV), Dobrava (DOBV), or Seoul (SEOV) viruses. The work proposed would leverage and build on results obtained under two other CBEP projects: GG-21, “Human Disease Epidemiology and Surveillance of Especially Dangerous Pathogens in Georgia”; and, GG-19, “Epidemiology and Ecology of Tularemia in Georgia”. 

In scopes of this project one of collaborators was Dr. Hewson (PHE Porton Down) heads up the UKs WHO Collaborating Center for Special Pathogens and would be able to provide access to assays, reagents and reference virus material for rapid viral diagnosis. As part of the studies, training opportunities would be available at the PHE laboratories, Porton Down, UK. Examples of such activities included preparing reagents to perform serological and molecular diagnostic assays, performance and validation of diagnostic assays and comparisons of commercially available and in–house assays with reference samples. The work of the PHE laboratory included genetic analysis virus pathogens and opportunities to use new gene sequencing methods and bioinformatics would also be available.  The high containment facilities at PHE might also be used for live virus neutralization assays and isolation work. These works might be included as demonstrations during visits to PHE by Georgian colleagues. Must be mentioned that Dr. Hewson had a separate budget from this project funded by UK government.    
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